
BIG  BEND  NATIONAL  PARK 

TEXAS 

IN HIS  LETTER  TO  CONGRESS  OF  NOVEMBER 28, 1973, THE  PRESIDENT 

RECOMMENDED  THAT  WILDERNESS  OF 533,900 ACRES AND 25,700 ACRES  OF  POTENTIAL 

WILDERNESS  ADDITIONS  BE  DESIGNATED  WITHIN  BIG  BEND  NATIONAL  PARK. IN 

VIEW  OF  TECHNOLOGICAL  ADVANCES, LAND ACQUISITION, AND ADMINISTRATIVE 

CHANGES  WHICH  HAVE  TAKEN  PLACE  SINCE 1973, CAREFUL  CONSIDERATION  HAS 

BEEN  GIVEN  THE 1973 WILDERNESS  RECOMMENDATION. IT IS POSSIBLE  THAT 

MICROWAVE  CONVERSION  WILL  PERMIT  RENOVAL  OF  TELEPHONE  LINES IN SOME OF 

THE POTENTIAL  WILDERNESS  AREAS  MAKING  THESE AREAS SUITABLE  FOR  INCLUSION 

AS  WILDERNESS  IN  THE  FUTURE.  SOME  NONFEDERAL  PROPERTY  HAS  BEEN  ACQUIRED 

AND SOME  MANAGEMENT  ROADS ARE NO  LONGER  NEEDED  FOR  MANAGEMENT  PURPOSES. 

WE NOW  RECOMMEND 538,250 ACRES  AS  WILDERNESS AND 44,750 ACRES  AS  POTENTIAL 

WILDERNESS  ADDITIONS. 

AVAILABILITY OF AN  ADEQUATE  WATER  SUPPLY  IS  THE  SINGLE  MOST  CRITICAL 

DETERMINER  OF  DEVELOPMENT AND USE OF  THE  PARK.  EXCEPT  AT  RIO  GRANDE AND 

COSTOLON,  WATER IS NOT  ABUNDANT  THROUGHOUT  THE  PARK.  PRUDENT  USE  OF 

SUPPLIES  AND  CONSERVATION  MEASURES  ARE  NOW  REQUIRED.  THE  NEED  FOR 

POSSIBLE  FUTURE  HYDROLOGICAL  DEVELOPMENT TO SUPPORT  THE  PANTHER  JUNCTION 

DEVELOPMENT  AREA IS NOW  PLANNED  FOR  THE  APPROXIMATELY 5,000 ACRE  AREA 

SOUTH OF TORNILLO  CREEK  AND  WEST  OF  THE  PARK  ROAD. IT IS NOT  POSSIBLE 

AT  THIS  TIME  TO  ESTIMATE  LOCATIONS  OR  NUMBER  OF  SUCH  WATER  DEVELOPMENTS. 

AS A RESULT WE ARE  NOT  RECOM?IENDING THIS AREA  FOR  WILDERNESS  DESIGNATION. 
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4. As the Katrrui National bhunwnt is being mnsidered 
as part of the E-2 deliberations, we have mt proposed 
designating it in this legislation; 

s b u l d  be revised in various ways which are d e s c r M  
5. Th2 der of the previously submitted pmp3Wls 

i n  the attached  descriptions. 

In addition, w have prpxsed  wilderness and potential wilderness 
designation  for  portions ofJGulf Islards NatioMl Seashore. 

We have attached to this p r o p s a l  a description  of each area and other 
information, mzh as the f a c i l i t i e s  currently exist ing in those areas 
and mnagerrent practices. 

Ihe Office of m g - t  and W-t has advised that this legislative 
proposal is i n  accord with the program of the President. 

Sincerely, 
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'Po d e s i p a t e   c e r t a k   l a n d s   v i t h i n   u n i t s  o f  t h e   S a t l o n i l   P a r k   S y t t a  
as wilderness. 

Be i t  eaacce2- bv the Se-ate and Fousc of Reztreseltatives of 

the Unite2 Stares  c i  . k s r l c a  ir~ Concress a s s c 5 1 e d .  That. in accordance 

wi th   sec t ion   3(c)  of  t h e   F i l d e n e s s  Act (78 Sta t .  .8$0; 16 U.S.C:1132(c)), 

the folluvlng  lands  are hereby  designated  as.vfldernes6. 

*(l) Arches H a t i o a a l  Park,  Utah,  vilderness corpriring 61,%7 

acres ,  a n d  po ten t ia l   v i lderness   addi t ions   coapr i s ing  8,461 acres:  depictec 

on a r a p  eat i t led  '%flCer=ess  Plan. Arches Xaticrd Park, Ctah''. t . e k c r r t  

i38-20.014-A and dated Januav 1978. t o  be k a o n  as t h e  Arches  Filder=css 

(2) Big Bend KaJtional Park,  Texas.  wilderness  corprlsing 533,-- %O 

acres, aad   po tea t la ' ,   v i lderness   a td i t ions   coapr i s ing  44,750 acres, 

depicted on a u p  e n t i t l e d  '"*'ilde&ess Plan, Big Bend Sational Park, 

Texas". n c b e r e d  155-20,004-D and dated  January 2978, t o  be  OM as the . 

*Big Bend Uilderaess. . 
(3) Bryce Canyon Sa t iona l  Park, Utah. v i l d e r n u s  cocprising 20,810 

.acres depicted on a trap en t i t l ed   "Uf lderness  Plan, Bryce Canyon h'ational 

Park, Utah", n-bered 129-20,004-C and  dated  January 1977, t o  be Iuuavn 

8 S  the Bryce Canyon Wilderness. 



(4) Buffalo Natlord  River,  Arkansas. wilderness cowris ing  10,529 

~;cces, and potential  vilderness  addirians comprising 25,411 acres, 

depicted on a u p  entitled  "Wilderness P l a n ,  Buffa-lc National   Ever ,  

k f s a s " ,  numbered 173-20,036-B and dated Uarch 1975, to be knwa as 

t h e  Suffalo River  Wilderness. 

(S) Carlsbad Caverns X a t i o d  Park, New Uexico, wilderness conpris+ 

33,125 acres. and potential   vilderness  additions comprising .320 acres, 

deptcted on a map entit led  Wilderness Plan, 'Carlsbad Caverns National 

Park, Rev Mexico", numbered  130-20.003-X and dated January 1978, t o  be 

known as the  Carlsbad Caverns  Wilderness. 

(6) Cedar B r e a k s  National Honument, Utah, wilderness  comprising 

4.830 acres,  depicted on a map e n t i t l e d  'Wilderness Plan.  Cedar B r e a k s  

Hational tionument,  Utah",  numbered 154-20,000 and dated Hay 1973. to   be 

tnoM as the  Cedar Breaks  Wilderness. 

(7) Colorado National Honument, Colorado, wilderness  conprising 

U.842 acres, and potential   wilderness  additions comprising 937 acres, - 

depicted on a map entitled  "Wilderness  Plan, Colorado National tknumeht. 

Colorado", numbered  119-20,006-C and dated  January 1978, t o  be hovn - as 

the Colorado  Wilderness. 

(8) Crater Lake National  Park, Oregon, wilderness  comprising 

.127,058 acres,  depicted on a map entit led  "Wilderness  Plan,  Crater Lake 

Eationdl Park, Oregon", numbered 106-20,006-E and dated  January 1978, to 

be hewn as the  Crater Lake Wilderness. 
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(9) Cumberland Gap National Historical Park, Kentucky. Tennessee, 

Virginia,   vllderness conpr i s ing  12.191 acres, 8nd potential vflderness 

additions  comprising 1.900 acres,  depicted o n a  map ent i t led  "Uilderness  

Plan, Crrmberland Gap National  Historical  Park,  Tennessee,  Virginla, 

Kentudcy", nuabered 380-20,026-C and dated Jrnuary 1978, to be known 

as t h e  Cumberland Gap Uilderness. 

(10) Dinosaur  National &nrrment. Colorado and Utah, wilderness 

comprising 205.672 acres, and potential  wilderness  additions  conqrising 

5.055 acres, depicted on a map ent i t led  "Ullderness  Plan. Dinosaur 

Bt iona l  Honunent, Utah and Colorado", numbered  122-20.009-3 and dated 

January 1978. to   be  known as the Dinosaur  Uilderness. 

(U) Everglades  National  Park,  Florida,  vllderness  comprising 

1,296,500 acres  and potential   vllderness  additions  couprising 81,900 

acres, depicted on a map entltled  'Wilderness  Plan.  Everglades  Xational 

Park, Florida", numbered 160-20,011  and dated June 1974, to be bwn as 

the Everglades  Wilderness. 

(12) Glacier  National  Park. Hontana, vllderness  comprising 927,550 

acres,  and  potential  vllderness  additions  comprising 3,360 acres,  depict€ 

00. a map entitled  'Wilderness  Plan,  Glacier  National  Park, Montana". 

numbered 117-20.010-A and dated Harch 1974, t o  be known as the  Glacier 

Uilderness. 
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XU) Grand Teton Nzr iooa l  Park.  Wyoming, d i l d E m C s S  compris ing 

l22.604 a c r e s ,   s n d   p o t e a e i a l  wilderness addi t ions   compr is ing   20 ,850  

acres, dep ic t ed  on  a map e n t i t l e d   W i l d e r n e s s   P l a n .  Grand Teton N a t l o d  

Park, Wyoming", numbered  136-20,013-A  and d a t e d  January 1978. to b e  

hnoM as t h e  Grand  Teton Wilderness. 

(16) Cuadalupe  Hountains N a t i o f d  P a r k ,   T e x a s ,   v i l d e r n e s s   c o q r i s i n g  

55,746 acres, a n d   p o t e n t i a l   v i l d e r n e s s   a d d i t i o n s   c o m p r i s i n g  703 acres, 

dep ic t ed   on  a map en t i t l ed   'Wi lde rness   P l an .   Cuada lupe  Hountalns Na t iona l  

Park, Texas",  numbered  166-20.006-C  and da ted   January   1978,  t o  be known 

88 ihe  Cuadalupe ?buntaim Wilderness. 

(U) G u l f   I s l a n d s   B a t i o n a l   S e a s h o r e ,   F l o r i d a   a n d   K l r s i s s i p p i ,  

w i lde rness   compr i s ing   1 ,792  acres, and potential v i l d e r n e s s   a d d i t i o n s  

compr is ing  2,800 acres. d e p i c t e d  on a map e n t i t l e d   " W i l d e r n e s s P l a q  

Gulf I s l a n d s   N a t i o n a l   S e a s h o r e ,   X l s s i s s i p p l ,   F l o r i d a " ,  numbered 635- 

20.018-A and  dated  Uarch  1977,   to  be known as t h e  G u l f  I s l a n d s   W i l d e r n e s s .  

1 

(16) Bavaii Volcanoes  Nat ional   Park,  Eavaii, wilderness c o m p r i s h g  

123,100 acres, a n d   p o t e n t l a 1   v i l d e r n u s   a d d i t i o n s   c o m p r i s i d g  7,850 

acres, d e p i c t e d  on a map e n t i t l e d   " U i l d e r n e s s   P l a n ,  Havaii Volcanoes 

R a t i o n a l   P a r k ,  FIavaii", numbered 124-20,020 a n d   d a t e d   A p r i l  1974, t o  be 

knovn as the   Rawai i   Volcanoes   Ui lderness .  



(17) Haunt b i n i e r  National Park,  Washington. vilderness  conprisir  

208,000 acres,  and  potential  vilderness  additions  comprising 165 acres, 

depicted o n  a map entitled  "Ullderness  Plan,  Munt  Rainier  National 

Pgrk,  Washington", umbered 105-20,007-11 and dated August 1979. t o  be 

known as the  Hount Rainier  Wilderness. 

(18) North  Cascades Complex, Washington. vilderness  comprising 

537,120 acres. and potential  vilderness  additions  comprising 1.508 

acres, depicted on a map entitled  "Wilderness  Plan,  North  Cascades, 

Washington". numbered  168-20,009-B and dated  January  1978, to be knom 

as the  North Cascades  Wilderness. 

(19) Olympic National  Park. Washington. vilderness  comprising 

861,179 acres, and potential  vilderness  additions  comprising  2,855 

acres.  depicted on a map entitled  "Wilderness  Plan, Olympic National 

Park, Washington", numbered  149-20,009-B and dated  January 1978, to be 

known as t he  Olympic Wilderness. 

(20) Organ Pipe  Cactus  h'ational Monument, Arizona, vilderness 

comprising 312,600 acres,  and potential  vildcrners  adaitions  comprising 

1,240 acres,  depicted on a map en t i t l ed  'Vilderness Plan, Organ Pipe  

Cactus National ?fonument, Arizona". numbered 157-20.001-A and dated 

January  1978,  to  be know as the  Organ Pipe  Cactus  Wilderness. 

(21) Rocky Mountain National  Park,  Colorado,  vilderness  comprising 

240,030 acres,  and potential  vilderness  additions  comprising 284 acres, 

depicted on a map entit led  'Wilderness P l a n ,  Rocky Uomtain National 

Park,  Colorado", numbered  121-20,015-A  and dated  January 1978. t o   b e  

know as the  Rocky Mountain Wilderness. 



(22)  Sequoia and  U r g s  C q y o n  Nzt ional   Parks .   Cal i fornia ,   v i lderness  

comprisfng 802.880 acres ,  and potent ia l   wi lderness   addi t ions  compris ing 

6.570 acres ,   depicted on a map ent i t led  "Wilderness   Plan.   Sequoia   and 

Kings Canyon National Park,  California" ,  numbered 102-20,003-C  and 

dated  January  19i8,   to   be hove os the  Sequoia  and Kings Canyon Uflderness. 

(23) Theodore  Roosevelt  National H e m r i a l  Park,  North Dakota, 

wilderness  comprising  29,920  acres,   depicted on a map e n t i t l e d  "Theodore 

m o s w e l t   N a t i o n a l  Hemrial Park,  North Dakota",  numbered 387-20.0074 

(shee ts  1 and 2) and dated  January  1978.  to  be known as the  Theodore 

Bwrwelt Wilderness. 

(24)  Yellovstone  National  Park,   Idaho,  Mntana  and Wyoming. vildernes:  

comprising  2,032,721  acres,  depicted on a map en t i t l ed   "Ui lde rness   P l an ,  

Yellovstone  National  Park,  Idaho, Xontana. Wyoming". numbered  101- 

20,OOS-A and d a t e d   J a n u a q  1978. t o   b e  known as the   Yel lovstone  Uilderness .  

I 

(25) Zion National  Park,   Utah,  vilderness  conprising  120,620 

8ctes. and  potent ia l   v i lderness   addi t ions  compris ing 10,364 acres, 

depicted on a map e n t i t l e d   W i l d e r n e s s   P l a n ,  Zion Natioqrl   Park,  Utah", 

numbered  116-20.0024  and dated  January  1978,  to  be known as t h e  Zion 

Uflderness. 

See. 2. A map and descr ip t ion   of   the   boundar ies   o f   the  areas 

designated i n  t h i s  Act shall b e  on f i l e  and   avaf lab le   for   publ ic   iospec t ion  

in t h e  office of  the  Director  of  the  National  Park  Service.   Department 

of t h e   I n t e r i o r ,  and in t h e   o f f i c e   o f   t h e   S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of each 'nrca 

designated in t h i s  Act. As soon as p r a c t i c a b l e  after t h i s  A c t  takes 
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e f f e c t ,  maps of  t h e   v i l d e r n e s s  arms and   descr ip t ions  of  t he i r   boundar i e s  

shall be f l l e d  v l t h  t h e   I n t e r i o r  a n d  I n s u l a r   f i i f a i r s   C o o l i t t e e s  of t h e  

Un i t ed   S t a t e s   Sena te  and  House of Representatives,   and  such maps and 

d e 8 c r i p t i o n s  shall have t h e  w e  f o r c e  md e f f e c t  as ff inc luded  in this 

Act: TProvided, Wt c o r r e c t i o n   o f  clerical and   typographica l   e r rors  i n  

rvch maos and  descr ip t ions  may be made. 

Sec.  3. All Park Service  lands which represent.potentialvilderness 

addi t ions  are   designated  wilderness   subject   only  to   the  cessat ion of a l l  uses 

the reon   p roh ib i t ed  by the  Wilderness  Act except that t h e   S e c r e t a r y  of 

the I n t e r i o r  ~ a y :  e x t e n d   g r a z i n g   p e n i t s  at  Dinosaur  National  Honrment. 

d Crand fe ton   Sa t iona l   Park ;   ex tend  a missile si te  p e n n i t  a t  Everglazes  

National  Park; and  he may ?errnit a realignment of roads a t  Guadalupe 

buntains Nat ional   Park and  Sequoia  and  Kings Canyon National  Parks.  

At   such time as a l l  uses thereon  prohibited  by  the  Wilderness Act have 

ceased,  the  Secretary of t h e   I n t e r i o r  is d i r e c t e d   t o   p u b l l s h   n o t i c e  

thereof  in the   Federal   Regis ter ,   and  effect ive upon such   publ ica t ion  

the  lands represented as po ten t i a l   w i lde rness   add i t ions   sha l l  be 

admfnistered as wilderness. 

See. 4. Rothing in t h i s  Act shall be c o n s t r u e d   t o   d l u l n i s h  the 

au tho r i ty   o f   t he   Coas t  Guard, pursuant  t o  14 U.S.C. 2 and 81 and t i t l e  1 

of the Ports   and  Uatervays  Safety Act of 1972 (33 U.S.C. 1221). o r  the 

Federa l   Avia t ion   Adminis t ra t ion  t o  u s e   t h e  areas d e s i g n a t e d   v i l d e r n e s s  

by t h i s  Act v i th in   the   Everg lades   Nat iona l   Park ,   F lor ida ;  Olympic Na t iona l  

Park. Uashington;  and  the G u l f  I s lands   Nat iona l   Seashore ,   F lor ida   and  

Kiss i ss ippi ,   fo r   naviga t iona l   and   mar i t ime  sa fe ty   purposes .  
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Sec, 8 The areas   des igna ted  by t h i s  Act 4s v i l d e r n t s s  shall be 

adainistered by the   Sec re t a ry  of t h e   I n t e r i o r  in accordance   wi th   the  

appl icable   p rovis ions  of the   U i lde rness  Act  governing  areas  designated 

by C h a t  Act as wilderness.   except that any  re ference  i n  such  provis ions 

t o  the e f f e c t i v e   d a t e  of the  Wilderness  Act shall b e  deemed t o  be a 

r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e   e f f e c t i v e   d a t e  of t h i s   A c t ,  and. vhere   appropr ia te .  any 

reference t o  the   Sec re t a ry   o f   Agr i cu l tu re   sha l l   be  deemed to be a r e fe rence  

t o  t h e   S e c r e t a r y  of t h e   I n t e r i o r .  
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